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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on 
an application filed in Japan on July 17 th , 2002. It is noted, however, that the 
International Bureau has not provided a copy the 2002-208729 application as 
required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). See the list of items received as indicated on the 
Notice of Acceptance (form PCT/DO/EO/903) mailed September 1, 2005. 

Drawings 

2. Figures 5 and 6 should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art- 
because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should 
be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so 
as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 
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4. Claim 1-3 and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tsubone et al. (Japanese Laid-open Application Publication No. 
H10-271161A). 

With respect to claim 1 , Tsubone reference teaches a communication 
control system (see Tsubone, drawing 1 "session control system"), comprising: 
a server (see drawing 1 and [0015], "server 12") connected to a communication 
network (see drawing 1 and [0015], "IP network 10"); 

a client (see drawing 1 and [0015], "client 15-1") configured to make a connection 
request to the server through the communication network; 
a relay device configured to include a server-side connection terminal (see 
drawing 1 and [0016], "first network interface 32") connected to the server and a 
client-side connection terminal (see drawing 1 and [0016], "second network 
interface 33") connected to the client, and to relay communications between the 
server and the client (see drawing 1 and [0015], "repeating installation 30"); 
an establishment holder configured to hold a response signal from being 
transmitted from the client-side connection terminal to the client, when the client- 
side connection terminal receives a connection request signal from the client 
(see drawing 1, "session monitoring department 31", drawing 2, and [0024] lines 
4-9. Since the response packet 45 was not a result of session establishment 
with the server, the response packet 45 resided in the repeating installation 30 
from the beginning. Thus, it is understood that there's a mean to store such 
response packet in the repeating installation 30); 

a decider configured to detect a connection state of the server-side connection 
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terminal in response to the connection request signal, and to decide whether or 
not a connection can be established between the server-side connection terminal 
and the server (see drawing 1, "session monitoring department 31", [0020] lines 
8-9, [0021] line 10, and [0024] lines 4-7); and 

a relay processor configured to transmit the response signal held by the 
establishment holder, and to establish communications between the client and 
the server so as to perform relay processing, depending on a result of decision 
made by the decider (see drawing 1, "session monitoring department 31", [0021] 
lines 10-14, [0022] lines 5-10, and [0023] lines 8-12). 

With respect to claim 2, Tsubone reference further teaches the 
communication control system of claim 1 further comprising a charging processor 
configured to execute charging processing on the client, when communications 
are established between the server and the server-side connection terminal, and 
when communications are established between the client and the client-side 
connection terminal (see drawing 1, "information management department 34" 
and [0024] lines 7-10, it is understood that "the real time information" is 
distributed from server to client thus, "the number of bytes" cited as accounting 
information implies existence of connection between client and server). 

With respect to claim 3, Tsubone reference further teaches the 
communication control system according to claim 1, wherein the decider is 
configured to forward the connection request signal from the client to the server 
(see drawing 2 and [0017], "the second session connection request packet 41"), 
and to decide (see drawing 2, "session setup processing 60") whether or not 
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communications can be established between the server-side connection terminal 
and the server, based on a response signal transmitted from the server in 
response to the forwarding (see drawing 2 and [0017], "first session connection 
response packet 42"). 

With respect to claim 5, Tsubone reference teaches a communication 
control method for controlling communications between a client (see drawing 1 
and [0007], "client 15-1") and a server (see drawing 1 and [0007], "server 12") 
through a relay device (see drawing 1 and [0015], "repeating installation 30"), the 
method comprising: 

holding a response signal to the client when receiving a connection request 
signal from the client, in the relay device (see drawing 2); 
detecting a connection state of the server-side connection terminal in response to 
the connection request signal, and deciding whether or not a connection can be 
established between the relay device and the server, in the relay device (see 
[0022], "if the first connection response packet 42..." and drawing 2); and 
transmitting the response signal held (see [0022] "...output the second session 
connection response packet 43 to the client 15-1" and drawing 2), and 
establishing communications between the client and the server so as to perform 
relay processing, when it is decided that communications are established 
between the relay device and the server, in the relay device (see drawing 2, 
"message distribution processing 61" and [0024] lines 3-6). 

With respect to claim 6, Tsubone reference teaches a relay device which 
relays communications between a client and a server, comprising: 
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a client-side connection terminal connected to the client (see Tsubone, drawing 1 
and [0016], "second network interface 33"); 

a server-side connection terminal connected to the server (see Tsubone, drawing 
1 and [0016], "first network interface 32"); 

an establishment holder configured to hold a response signal from being 
transmitted from the client-side connection terminal to the client, when the client- 
side connection terminal receives a connection request signal from the client 
(see drawing 1, "session monitoring department 31", drawing 2, and [0024] lines 
4-9. Since the response packet 45 was not a result of session establishment 
with the server, the response packet 45 resided in the repeating installation 30 
from the beginning. Thus, it is understood that there's a mean to store such 
response packet in the repeating installation 30); 

a decider configured to detect a connection state of the server-side connection 
terminal in response to the connection request signal, and to decide whether or 
not a connection can be established between the server-side connection terminal 
and the server (see drawing 1, "session monitoring department 31" , [0020] lines 
8-9, [0021] line 10, and [0024] lines 4-7); and 

a relay processor configured to transmit the response signal held by the 
establishment holder, and to establish communications between the client and 
the server so as to perform relay processor, depending on a result of decision 
made by the decider (see drawing 1, "session monitoring department 31", [0021] 
lines 10-14, [0022] lines 5-10, and [0023] lines 8-12). 
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With respect to claim 7, Tsubone reference further teaches the relay 
device according to claim 6, further comprising a charging processor configured 
to execute charging processing on the client, when communications are 
established between the server and the server-side connection terminal, and 
when communications are established between the client and the client-side 
connection terminal (see drawing 1, "information management department 34" 
and [0024] lines 7-10 as cited above with respect to claim 2 rejection). 

With respect to claim 8, Tsubone reference further teaches the relay 
device according to claim 6, wherein the decider is configured to forward the 
connection request from the client to the server (see drawing 2, "the second 
session connection request packet 41"), and to decide (see drawing 2, "session 
setup processing 60") whether or not communications can be established 
between the server-side connection terminal and the server, based on a 
response signal transmitted from the server in response to this forwarding (see 
drawing 2 "first session connection response packet 42"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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6. Claims 4 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overTsubone et al. (Japanese Laid-open Application Publication No. H10- 
271161A) in view of Nakajima (U.S. Patent Application No. 2001/0046212). 

With respect to claim 4, Tsubone reference teaches the communication 
control system according to claim 1 however, it does not further disclose a 
system comprising a discard processor configured to release the holding state of 
the establishment holder, and to transmit a discard notification to the client via 
the client-side connection terminal, when communications are not established 
between the server-side connection terminal and the server. Conversely, 
Nakajima reference discloses such limitation (see Nakajima, figure 11 steps S2- 
S3). It would have been obvious to the person having ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to have applied Nakajima's method of notifying 
the requester that the requested destination is unavailable, in order to release 
any network resources held by the requestor that maybe of use for other clients. 

With respect to claim 9, Tsubone reference teaches the relay device 
according to claim 6, but it does not further disclose a discard processor 
configured to release the holding state of the establishment holder, and to 
transmit a discard notification to the client via the client-side connection terminal, 
when communications are not established between the server-side connection 
terminal and the server. The Nakajima reference, on the other hand, teaches 
such limitation (see Nakajima, figure 1 1 steps S2-S3). Please see rejection and 
rationale cited for claim 4 above. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to YOUPAPORN NILANONT whose telephone 
number is (571)270-5655. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
through Thursday and alternate Friday at 7:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David L. Robertson can be reached on 571-272-4186. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



/Y. N./ /David L. Robertson/ 

Youpaporn Nilanont Supervisory Patent Examiner 

Examiner, Art Unit 4121 Art Unit 41 21 
9/12/2008 



